	 Lesson Title & Arts Area
	 New Perspectives: The Imaginative World of M.C. Escher

	 School & Grade Level 
	 Middle school (6th-8th grade)

	 Arts Educator 
Lesson Designer
	 Glenna Barlow
 Curator of Education

	 Short statement about designer & lesson development 
	 Glenna Barlow
 Glenna has a Master’s of Science in Elementary Education from the University of Mary Washington as well as a Master’s of Art in Art History from Virginia Commonwealth University. She was certified to teach K-6 and has years of experience teaching children of all ages and in various museums.

 This lesson was developed for Columbia Museum of Art’s school program, which normally consists of a docent-led gallery tour and a hands-on studio component. This lesson was created with virtual instruction in mind. 

	 Unit Description 
Big idea?
Essential questions?
	 Lesson Description: Students will explore Escher’s unusual use of perspective in landscapes and use varied materials to create an original version.
 Big Idea: Perspective can help create a sense of depth in two-dimensional works of art. Altering the vantage point allows for giving more or different visual information.

	 South Carolina Standards Addressed
	Visual Art CR.IM.1.1; CR.IM.2.2; P.IL.4.2; R.IL.5; CR.NM.1.2; P.IM.3; R.NH.5; R.IL.5.2 
 

	 Instructional Objectives
	Students will be able to identify the orthogonal lines and vanishing point in works of art.
Students will be able to create their own landscapes with an unusual perspective, using Escher’s work as inspiration.

	 Vocabulary

	· Linear perspective – depicting solid objects on a two-dimensional surface so as to give the impression of their height, width, depth, and position in relation to each other when viewed from a particular point
· Orthogonal lines –  the diagonal lines that can be drawn along receding parallel lines to the vanishing point, used to maintain perspective in an image
· Vanishing point – the point imagined space which is supposed to appear the furthest from the viewer - the position at which all receding parallel lines meet

	 Description of Instruction  

	 Instruction will begin by examining examples of Escher’s landscapes. Students will then create their own landscapes using linear perspective and unusual vantage points. Students will be shown examples and a completed project for reference. Students will be instructed on how to properly and safely use all materials to be used in this project. 

	 Procedure

	The instructor will introduce this project by showing examples of Escher’s work, particularly in his landscapes from Italy, and discussing his use of perspective. Students will be shown a finished example for the students to reference. The instructor will go over all the key terms and give a step by step demonstration on how to complete this project.
The instructor will:
1. Begin by looking at examples of Escher’s landscapes, like his image of Castrovalva. Compare this piece to a more traditional landscape and ask students to explore perspective, identifying the orthogonal lines and vanishing point together. 
2. Compare Escher’s image to photographs of the same Italian city. Discuss which elements Escher highlighted in his landscape versus what is emphasized in the other images of the town. Discuss variations in line, color, and shape in Escher’s work to determine how these fit into his overall composition.
3. Explain that students will be making their own landscapes using unusual perspective. Have students use their surroundings– either at home or at school—as inspiration. If possible have students photograph their subject from multiple angles, or create simple line sketches to identify the perspective from different vantage points before beginning their final work.
4. Ask students to find or think of examples of tessellation in the real world (e.g. tile floors, soccer balls, honeycombs). And to identify which shapes will successfully tessellate with each other (i.e. using only that shape).
5. Using materials of your (or students’) choice, instruct them to create a finished composition of art that has an unusual perspective. Students should be able to correctly identify the vanishing point as well as explain which elements they emphasized and why. 
6. Encourage students to create animals, human figures, or recognizable objects from these geometric shapes.
7. Facilitate and ask questions as necessary.
8. If time permits, invite students to share their finished work of art.

	Assessment 

	Confirm that each piece has an unusual perspective and that students can successfully identify where the vanishing point is.
Ask students to explain various elements they included and how they used color and line to emphasize them.

	Materials Needed
	· Cameras or phones for reference images (optional)
· Drawing or printing tools of choice
· Paper

	Possible Adaptations/ Extensions
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Ask students to imagine what their landscapes would look like from above or even create a topographical map.
Limit materials so that students create monochromatic works to focus on variations in tints and shades. 
Have students research other artists who have used unusual perspectives like Mannerist artist (e.g. El Greco), Japanese ukiyo-e artists, and Van Gogh) and compare their work to Escher’s. 

	Resources
	A Journey Through Perspective Pictures with M.C. Escher
Math and the Art of M.C. Escher: Depth and Perspective
M.C. Escher: Italian Period




