Big Ideas & Major Themes
Here are some relevant
topics to review with
your students before
experiencing this
exhibition.

o ‘Craft’ might be
defined as creating
something, typically by
hand, that takes skill
and is often passed
down along Kim Harty, Vascular, Martha Johnson, Gullah

generational lines. 2024. Basket with Openwork, 1982.

e The use of the word ‘craft,” though, has often been used to marginalize
people. On this tour we’ll consider what craft means and how the word
has been used.

e Body Matters looks at craft through the lens of the human body — both
as a means of creation and as a way to understand the objects
themselves. The objects either explore bodies and their functions or
imagine bodies and their physical needs, like clothing or furniture.

SC Standards Addressed

VA.R.NL.5, VA.R.NM.5, VA.R.IM.5, VA.R.IH.5, VA.R.AL.5, VA.C.NL.6,
VA.C.IL.6, VA.C.AL.6, VA.C.AM.6, VA.C.AH.6; VA.CR.IM.1, VA.CR.NM.2,
VA.CR.IH.2, VA.CR.AM.2, VA.P.AH.3, VA.P.NL.4, VA.P.NM .4, VA.R.NM.5,
VA.R.NH.5, VAR.IL.5

In the Classroom
Prepare students for your visit with one or more of these activities.

e Have each student bring in an object they believe exemplifies the
idea of ‘craft.’” Ask them to explain their justification. Determine
various categories for the objects and ask questions of each other to
ultimately try to come up with a definition for the term.

e Ask students to create a square (of an established, uniform size) that
encapsulates something about them or their hopes for the school
year. Invite students to think creatively about materials, symbols, and
colors, relying on images rather than words. Put them together to
create a class quilt.

Resources

Want to explore more? Review these references to learn and share
information with your students.

» Craft: What Does the Word Mean? [ACC]. htips://craftcouncil.org/
articles/craft-seriously-what-does-the-word-mean/

» Gee’s Bend Quilters [PBS Craft in America episode] https://
www.pbs.org/video/gees-bend-quilters-iQizsl/

Museum Manners

School tours are limited
to 60 students per visit.
Please watch our
ofellg b and
review these guidelines
before your visit.

e Note that this exhibit
(though not the tour
itself) contains some
partial nudity. Contact
us if you'd like to
preview the show
beforehand.

Touching can
permanently damage
works of art. Please
don’t touch the art or
get too close.

Food, drinks, gum,
pens, and large bags
are not permitted in the
galleries.

If you'd like to sketch,
consult the sketching
guidelines on the
CMA’s it |
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