
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Dear Administrator,  

Thank you for considering a field trip to Columbia Museum of Art for your students! All 
CMA field trips are grounded in research and best practices for arts education. Students 
engage directly with original works of art in our galleries and create their own original 
artworks in our studios. This experience is guided by specially-trained museum 
educators and docents.  

Research shows that arts education has a demonstrable impact on student learning. A 
recently completed national study found increases in students’ critical and creative 
thinking abilities after only one field trip to an art museum. These vital skills are useful not 
only in looking at art but in making inferences and drawing conclusions in areas like math 
and science. Visual art education has also been shown to increase students’ literacy and 
writing abilities and correlates with higher standardized test scores.  

Arts education also has a significant impact on students’ social and emotional 
development. One art museum study found increases in students’ empathy and 
tolerance after a single field trip. People who visit museums at young ages are more 
likely to visit museums as adults. 

At the CMA, we believe in facilitating students’ discovery, both in analyzing and creating 
art. Research-based pedagogy from the Harvard Graduate School of Education’s Project 
Zero informs the curriculum for all our programs. Our gallery activities and art-making 
processes employ movement, language, and inquiry-based approaches to engage 
students and allow them to reach their own conclusions about art. These methods allow 
students to gain and practice necessary skills for other content areas such as English 
language arts, science, and social studies.  

Each program is aligned with state content-area standards and focused on an essential 
objective, with learning targets and guiding questions. Teachers can also use our pre-
visit and post-visit materials in their classrooms to extend students’ learning beyond the 
day of their field trip.  

If you have any questions, feel free to contact us by emailing 
tours@columbiamuseum.org.  

Sincerely,  

The Education Department at Columbia Museum of Art 
 


